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2007 has been a comparatively quiet year for the
Friends. However, despite that relative calm, the
committee has had a busy year administratively
and some significant policy decisions have been
taken.

The bookstall
Probably the most significant of these has been
the closure of the bookstall at The Maltings. Derek
Rawlings had been responsible for the purchase
and management of the stock for many years and
the shop has been a significant contributor to our
funds over that time. We thank him most sincerely
for all the hard work and commitment he has put
into the bookstall over many years. The committee
took the decision with a great degree of reluctance,
but we were driven by several circumstances
beyond our immediate control.

Despite all Derek’s hard work, we have been
concerned for some time about the balance
between the stock we were holding and decreasing
sales. It is clear that ‘times they are a-changing’.
Just to give one example, the hugely innovative
and popular census transcriptions by June Barnes,
a mainstay of our sales for many years, have now
been superseded by the provision of census data
available to all on the internet. In addition, as all
regular users of the office will know, space and
staff time are at a premium. We are working with
another bookseller to dispose of the hardback
volumes and the pamphlets are being gradually

sold off at bargain prices. However, while sales
continue to be good we will continue to sell a
limited number of CDs – the most popular of which
is the Sussex Marriage Index.

The newsletter
This year we have introduced a new format for the
FESRO newsletter, which we hope you find
attractive, but at the same time we have also taken
the decision to reduce the number of editions each
year to two. The publication requires a great deal
of commitment from individuals to provide copy,
with three editions a year no sooner was one off
the press than we were searching round for material
for the next. Two editions allow the hardworking
editorial team of Gail Vines and Sue Rowland a
little breathing apace. Members also benefit from
receiving a copy of the excellent Annual Report,
which keeps us all well informed on all matters
relating to ESRO.

Website
An exciting development has been the design of a
new website. Our initial venture into that field, an
innovation at the time, was provided for us by Ken
Foord – and we thank him for his contribution over
many years. Sue Rowland and Sally Dench have
worked with our web designer Peter Parker to get
the new site up and running by November this year
– we aim to introduce you to the site design at the
AGM.
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News from the chairman
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TREASURER – AN URGENT APPEAL
Michael Verrall has now served for ten years on the committee, the last five as treasurer. He has been a tower
of strength to FESRO during that time but now he wishes to take a break and has resigned as treasurer.
Despite many appeals, so far we have been unable to find a replacement. As you all know the role of FESRO
is of growing importance as plans for the future development of The Keep progress.
Some of our members must have the financial experience we require, or possibly know someone who has.
This is a matter of the utmost urgency – without your help the future of FESR0 and possibly, because of the
importance of our role in the development process, even The Keep, is at risk.

First things first
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ESRO support
Thanks to your generosity we have been able to
disperse over £6000 in support of ESRO this year.
£2000 was given as matching funding for the
Development Plan for The Keep and £4496 has
been contributed towards the purchase of
documentary sources. We have been able to acquire
many of the latter as a result of the diligence of Ian
Hilder who monitors sales on eBay on our behalf;
we thank him for undertaking that task. Because
we hold reasonable reserves we are also in a
position, on occasion, to cover immediately some
costs for which grant aid has been agreed but is
not immediately forthcoming, thereby ensuring
that the purchase is secured.

Members events – more help needed
Members have enjoyed a variety of events this year
and Sue Berry has admirably managed all the
administration for both the members events and
the seminar sessions.. We are grateful to her for
helping us out by undertaking such a mammoth
task. However she feels she cannot undertake all
of the administration on a permanent basis. For
the time being she will continue to organise the
successful training sessions, but we need additional
help with the administration of the members events.
If any member can give us some of their time to
help with this time, we would welcome their input
– without it the programme of visits may have to
be curtailed.

Although we had a disappointing start to the
seminar season, largely our own fault because we
did not get the sessions advertised as well as in
advance as we should have done, the later sessions
have been well supported and booking are already
coming in for the new season (see back page and
booking form).  Members have enjoyed two
interesting visits – one to the Mass Observation
Archive at the University of Sussex which allowed
a fascination glimpse into our recent past recorded
by people like ourselves. The other took us to the

world of the country house, at Danny – where Colin
and Judy Brent organised a fascinating visit to this
important house for our members and our
colleagues from West Sussex. We were fortunate,
in this year of unseasonable summer weather, to
enjoy a wonderful sunny experience ending with
scones, cream and cake in the walled garden. We
still have our final visit of the season, Great Maxfield,
to look forward to.

Last year our members appeared to appreciate
the opportunity of meeting for the AGM in a more
spacious venue than The Maltings, so we have
decided to return to Lewes Town Hall again this
year, do try to come and join us. You are all invited
for 7.00 so that we can socialise and enjoy some
refreshment before the business of the meeting
begins. There will be an opportunity for you to hear
more about the most recent progress on The Keep
project and Michael Hughes will be speaking on a
topical subject: ‘Snatched from Africa's land: the
slave trade and abolition from an East Sussex
perspective’.

Last but not least
As I mentioned above Michael Verrall retires from
the post of treasurer this year. We thank him most
sincerely for his invaluable contribution to FESRO
over the years. Lord Teviot retires from the
committee this year by rotation, and we thank him
for his interest and support over the past three
years. Finally I would like to thank all the other
officers and members of the committee who have
not been individually named in this report – their
work and continuing interest are invaluable to us
all. Happily, Roger Davey, who was co-opted onto
the committee during this year, has agreed to stand
for election at the AGM and Heather Coleman has
also agreed for her name to be put forward as a
committee member.

Pam Combes
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Update on plans for a new record office:
the Keep
Work on the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) bid
continues apace, and there is much to report. To
give the latest news first, we have been grappling
with the changes at the HLF which have been
caused by the diversion of funds to support the
2012 Olympics. As a result, HLF has reviewed its
application procedures, which will affect the
timetable for our bid. The June application round,
which East Sussex County Council was originally
planning to meet, has been abolished and we are
having to make a decision as to whether to apply
early, in March, or later, under the new procedures,
in September. The timetable to meet the March
deadline is very tight and so we are likely to go for
the September date. This is certainly the view of
our projects managers, whom we appointed in
July. The preferred site has now been confirmed
as Woollard’s Field, in Falmer/Moulsecoomb,
between the A270 and the railway and close to
Falmer High School. A number of surveys have to
be carried out on the site, the most pressing of
which has been the ecology survey. This did identify
bats in the area but, fortunately, no “interesting”
ones! We have also been working with partners to
establish their needs in the building so that we can
start to design the building. Brighton and Hove City
Council have been very supportive of the project
and are now represented on the Project Board.

Fundraising will play a crucial part in our bid,
as ESCC, HLF and partnership funding will not
cover the whole cost. We were therefore very
fortunate in receiving a grant from Museums,
Libraries and Archives South East (MLA SE) towards
employing consultants to draw up a fundraising
strategy and feasibility study for The Keep. The
consultants will be starting work at the end of
September and are expected to complete their work
by February. MLA SE also awarded the Record
Office a bursary for a mentoring programme run
by Arts and Business on seeking business
sponsorship.

The Audience Development and Access Plan,
which was funded by the HLF, was completed in
May. The Access Plan will inform the design of the
new building and services and has identified
partners who can help us to achieve a truly
accessible service. The Audience Development Plan
identified target audiences for the service in addition
to those that we already reach, including young
people, families, particularly the socially excluded,
black and minority ethnic communities, deaf and
disabled people and students and adult learners.
The plan is an essential component of the HLF
application as well as an important strategic
document for the future of the service as a whole.
It is substantial in size but if anyone would like to
have a copy, please contact me. The plan also
covered our proposed digitisation project, East
Sussex Depicted. We are working with the library
service on an application to the HLF for this and
hope to get the bid for which we are working on
with the library service.  We are hoping to submit
the application

Other news
Plenty of other things have been happening.
During March the Record Office had a residency at
the Theatre Royal, Brighton, and ran a series of
lectures on the archives that it holds relating to
Brighton and Hove, with special reference to the
theatre itself, and a children’s activity workshop
based on posters in the theatre’s archives; this was
so successful that it was repeated during the
Brighton Children’s Festival in April. We also worked
with Brighton Museum on the preparation of an
exhibition, Stagestruck!, which ran from 5 May to
2 September 2007, based on the archives of the
theatre. Particular favourites include one featuring
Bram Stoker, the author of Dracula, in his day-job
as manager of the Lyceum Theatre, London, with
Sir Henry Irving, on tour in Brighton; and another
for the premiere of Joe Orton’s Loot at the Theatre
Royal, starring Kenneth Williams, which was by all
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accounts a ‘chair slamming’ occasion since many
of the audience left in disgust.

Another project involved working with the
County Council’s Looked After Children’s Services
and freelancer David Kendall on a project called
Imagined Lives, which was made possible by
funding channelled through MLA SE. The project
aimed at inspiring creativity and improving literacy.
David Kendall and Elizabeth Hughes used archives
held at the Record Office, including those of children
in care in past ages, to inspire creativity in looked-
after children today, both those in children’s homes,
and those in foster care, in small groups and in
large workshops. For three days they took over the
Chairman’s function room at Westfield House and
were most impressed to meet the Chairman
himself! The children also visited the Record Office
and, as well as looking at some of the archives
stored there, helped Conservator Melissa Williams
to clean maps and (inevitably) enjoyed playing
with the mobile shelving.

The Record Office has put together a travelling
exhibition, The Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1807:
An East Sussex Perspective, which is touring
libraries in East Sussex. It is currently at Peacehaven
Library, and in October and November will move
on, first to Eastbourne and then Uckfield. Libraries
are holding events to complement the exhibition,
including a talk by Michael Hughes on slavery and
its Sussex connections (and yes, he is related to
the County Archivist). The exhibition will also be
displayed the University of Sussex in December,
before returning to the Record Office in the New
Year.

In June, Wendy and I were guests of the
Archives Départmentales of Seine-Maritime at
Rouen (ESCC is twinned with the department)
where we were royally received and had very useful
discussions about possible joint bids for European
Union funding. We will be looking to firm up ideas,
and to return their hospitality, in the coming
months.

The flow of deposits, gifts and purchases of
archives continues. During the summer we were
pleased to receive the building control plans for
Hove and its predecessor councils, which we are
currently arranging to make accessible (no mean
feat). Their deposit means that we now have the
full set of surviving plans for all the whole of the
county and for Brighton & Hove.

We said goodbye to Anne, our receptionist, in
September. She goes to a job with the National
Health Service with all our good wishes. I was
appointed to the Board of MLA SE in July and have
been appointed their archive champion.
                                                          Elizabeth Hughes

Notification of 2007 AGM

The 2007 AGM will be held on Friday 9
November, in the Council Chambers, Lewes
Town Hall. It’s a social as well as business event,
so please do try to come – meet the committee
and other Friends for a drink at 7pm. The AGM
itself will start at 7.30, and will be followed by
Mike Hughes talking on: ‘Snatched from Africa’s
Land: the slave trade and abolition from an
East Sussex perspective’.

Annual stocktaking

ESRO will be closed for the annual stocktaking
from 21 January to 1 February 2008. It will
reopen on 4 February.
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Saturday 27 October, 2-5pm
Using archives to study a parish lead by Andrew Lusted, ESRO, to be held at The Maltings

Saturday, 9 February, 2-4pm
Using tithe maps and their apportionments lead by Dr John Godfrey, to be held at Lewes Town Hall

Saturday 15 March, 2-5pm
Manorial records, advanced
Continuing our study of manorial records, this session will benefit anyone interested in tracing either the
history of a house or of people who owned them. It is hoped to include a significant element of practical work.
lead by Christopher Whittick, senior archivist at ESRO, to be held at The Maltings

How to book
Two-hour sessions cost £6.50 for Friends of East Sussex Record Office and/or members of Sussex
Archaeological Society, £8 for non-members. Three-hour sessions cost £10 for members, £13 for non-
members. Tea and coffee will be provided. Send cheques made out to FESRO to FESRO Events, 30 Preston
Mansions, Preston Park Avenue, Brighton BH1 6HP, with email or SAE if confirmation is required. Numbers
will be limited to 15.

Saturday 10 May 2008
Cost: £8 including cream tea

Ticehurst Private Asylum was opened in 1792 by
Samuel Newington, village surgeon and apothecary.
He lived at The Vineyard and build the asylum in
his grounds. Samuel’s son, Charles, built The
Highlands in 1812 on an adjoining piece of land. It
was he who was responsible for the gardens,
‘ornamenting the grounds in every way that could
amuse and clear the mind…’

In 1816, 40 acres of grounds were landscaped.
Over two miles of footpaths led through plantations
and orchards and past summer houses. By 1831
the asylum had a bowling green, pavilions that
included an aviary of singing birds, a Chinese
gallery, a conservatory, a reading room and a music
room as well as a spacious chapel. These are all
illustrated in a delightful brochure which can be

FESRO/SAS Seminars 2007/8

FESRO visit to The Priory, Ticehurst House, near Wadhurst

seen in ESRO (QAL/1/1/E2). By 1888 there were two
other houses, Quarry Villa and Woodlands, both
used for accommodation for the insane.

Much of the land was sold off after the last war
and The Vineyard was demolished in 1952.
Woodlands became a guest house. The principal
building, known formerly as The Establishment and
now a private psychiatric hospital, is a Grade II
listed Classical-style building of white-painted stucco
with 19th-century additions. It is surrounded by
gardens and paddocks with specimen trees and a
circuit walk. Some of the garden buildings remain.

There should be an opportunity to visit
Ticehurst church afterwards.

TO AVOID CHRISTMAS POST please book after
10 January 2008, send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to: FESRO visit, 18 Prince Edwards Road,
Lewes BN7 1BE.

Barbara Abbs

FESRONEWS
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Brighton’s Theatre Royal 200th anniversary

As part of the celebrations, ESRO staff contributed
to a series of excellent talks at the Theatre Royal in
Brighton.

The first, by Melissa Williams, described the
conservation of the theatre’s archives which were
transferred to ESRO in 2000. Melissa began by
explaining that she was a conservator and not a
restorer, the difference being that while she did her
best to ensure that the records she treated remained
in their finished condition for as long as possible,
she made no attempts to bring them back to their
original condition. Her tools are borrowed from
dentistry and surgery, with the addition of a bone
folder and brushes made of squirrels’ hair which
are made in China.

The main enemies of paper, Melissa explained,
are dirt and mould, both aggravated by the use of
frames. Once an item has been removed from a
frame, it is brushed gently and can then be dusted
with an eraser. Melissa prefers not to use chemical
treatments and makes much use of washing for
which she has found the local water particularly
suitable due to its alkaline pH. Using the sharpened
bone folder she can separate surprisingly thin layers.
A member of the audience who had worked with
paper all his life was most surprised by this and
would hardly believed it possible.

Melissa displayed two items which were on
show at the exhibition “Stage Struck” at the Brighton
Museum from 5 May to 2 September. One was a
poster from 1894 which had been framed. Once the
frame had been removed most of the dirt brushed
off but there were wax droppings on the surface
which required painstaking work with a scalpel. The
other was a copy of a souvenir cover from 1822
showing Edmund Keen as Richard III. This had been
made using a mixture of materials including velour
and one-millimetre metal discs which had become
detached. To restore these both basic paste and
PVA were used to give them a degree of flexibility.

The second lecture was given by Andrew
Bennett, the Archivist responsible for the Brighton
and Hove records, which already constitute a third
of the entire ESRO collection - which laid out would
cover more than 5 miles. The oldest item in ESRO
dates from 1101 but Andrew had brought with him
the oldest Brighton document, a rental deed for the

Manor of Brighthelmstone from 1665 and still in
beautiful condition. The Theatre Royal archives are
comprised mainly of playbills and hanging cards.
These were produced on very cheap paper and
were never meant to last, but they cover the entire
200 years of the theatre’s existence on the New
Road site. Looking through them, he had been
amazed by the number of talented artists who had
trodden the theatre’s boards over that period.
Among the audience was an elderly lady who had
taken part in one of the productions in her youth
and she was delighted to find the programme in
the album that Andrew showed us, as well as the
theatre’s autograph book, signed by every cast and
crew on the completion of a production’s run. Finally,
we enjoyed viewing slides showing the development
of Brighton over the past 200 years, including
projects that never came to fruition, such as the
Skydeck. This Post Office Tower-like construction,
had it been built as proposed in the sea opposite
the Grand Hotel, which would have completely
dwarfed the two piers.

For the final lecture, John Farrant discussed
the facts and fiction of the early Brighton sea front.
In the 1720s an article was published stating that
Queen Elizabeth I had fortified the town with a wall
and a series of gates, but illustrations dating from
the 1740s show only the East gate which was
somewhere near Pool Valley, together with the
remains of a Blockhouse where the front portion
had already vanished through slippage of the cliffs.
The received tradition – dating from 1795 – is that
violent storms in 1703 and 1705 had destroyed a
settlement beneath the cliff. In fact, by then it had
all been lost to the sea which was eroding the cliff.
One published source mentions a road below cliff
level and houses and shops, but no illustrations
exist. As the area was probably used by the
fishermen it is possible that houses similar to those
still in use on the beach at Hastings might have
existed.

His final slide brought us back to the Theatre
Royal. It showed a drawing of the auditorium of its
Duke Street predecessor which may at one time
have been owned by Hewitt Cobb who purchased
the two plots of land on New Road, on which the
present Theatre was built, from the Prince Regent.

Heather Coleman
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Behind the Georgian façade of the White Hart hotel,
Lewes, lies a fine Elizabethan town house formerly
belonging to a relative of Thomas Pelham, Duke
of Newcastle.  To provide a base for his political
activities in the town he installed Richard Verrall
as landlord in 1724. His nine children provided a
dynasty who were active in many aspects of Lewes
life for the next 150 years as solicitors, stationers,
and auctioneers.  A full account of the family was
published in Sussex Archaeological Collections,
vol 58.

Richard’s 3 x great grand sons John Frederick
and George Henry became interested in horse
racing and were active at Lewes, Gatwick and
Croydon racecourses. John kept a diary, or more
correctly, a letter book from 1875 recording many
of his daily communications as clerk of the course
at the various venues. After John’s death in 1877
the book was continued by his younger brother
George, although on a less regular basis. The letter
book finishes soon after George moved to
Newmarket in 1879. There he was apparently very
active. While still being involved in racing he

The racing diaries of JF and GH Verrall

became an MP and found time to research and
write definitive accounts of British flies, A List of
British Diptera, 1888 and British Flies 1901.  He was
president of the Entomological Society 1899-1900;
the Society still holds the annual Verrall dinner
which he endowed. He gave his name to three
species of fly, Verrallia aucta, Tabanus verralli and
Chrysotoxum verralli.

The tenor of John’s and George’s letters
indicate that they were both peppery characters
who one would be unwise to upset.  Their contents
will be of great interest in the study of 19th century
horse racing.

One letter of particular local interest referring
to Lewes races is printed below.

The letter book/diary described above has
recently been acquired by ESRO at an auction sale
and is deposited as ACC 9707.  FESRO has provided
the immediate funds for purchase pending receipt
of a grant of £450 from the Friends of the National
Libraries.

Michael Verrall

Sir Edmund Henderson,
Sir,
At the forthcoming race meeting in Lewes on August 9th and 10th I am desirous to take every precaution
I can to secure the absence of noted bad characters, and as far as possible to prevent their doing any
harm. I am led to expect a considerable difficulty in dealing with them this year, and should therefore
be greatly obliged  if I could secure the services of Inspector Shore during the meeting. We have a strong
staff to deal with the known objectionable frequenters of race meetings, but upon an occasion like this
many might come who would be unknown to them, and yet well known to Inspector Shore.
In making this application I would add that the Marquess of Abergavenny has given me to make use of
his name to you, and he adds that he considers Inspector Shore’s services would undoubtedly be of great
use.
I am sir,
Your obedient servant
G H Verrall

The Mulberries
Denmark Hill
July 27th 1878
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The Preston Deeds Collection

Another batch of ESRO records will soon be ready
for access on the A2A website. The Preston Manor
Deeds - a fascinating collection of almost 3000
items acquired by the antiquary Charles Thomas-
Stanford - have been transferred from catalogue
cards into computer format. The final checking still
needs to be done, but I think we can say we’re
almost there.

The ‘we’ in this case refers to one ‘umble
volunteer, supervised with considerable patience
by Christopher Whittick. We started this project off
early in 2006.  I was told that there were three trays
of catalogue cards, with no idea of the total number
of entries to be transcribed, but I very quickly
learned that a inch-thick bundle equals 100 cards.
No - I didn’t sit down and count them all up there
and then. I just started at the beginning and set

myself a target of 100 cards every two weeks - and
apart from holidays - I have managed to keep to
this. In terms of man hours - about twenty hours
for each batch of cards. That’s a lot of typing for a
non-typist, with the added fun of making sure that
the data for each entry gets re-styled for the 21st
century (otherwise known as the Whittick style,
which is economical and clear). At the end of the
day, for those who like statistics - words: 102,845;
characters: 523,701; paragraphs: 16,368; lines:
30,400.  Enough to make anyone run away!

The collection of deeds and legal documents
covers the whole of Sussex, east and west, with a
small section of out-county items. The dates range
from the late thirteenth century to mid-nineteenth
century. The subject content was always interesting,
however.  A great many items are just ‘one-offs’,

but occasionally a whole run of deeds
will illustrate the history of a family,
or a house - as when I came across
the Evelyn family of Kingston upon
Thames - the ancestors of the famous
diarist, John Evelyn, who was born in
Surrey, but grew up in Lewes.

When almost at the end of
my task, I found myself transcribing
abstracts of the letters of Charlotte
Smith (1749-1806), the poet and
novelist, to her publisher in London,
together with some of his replies. A
difficult husband, a large number of
children, endless financial problems
with the trustees of her estate, and
occasionally with her publisher - the
story crept out from between the lines,
and I became quite engrossed. She
was a determined lady - how else could
she have managed to write all those
poems and novels in the midst of
domestic strife and pecuniary chaos.
I’m tempted to read one of her novels,
if only I can find one that doesn’t run

Sheila at work
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Errors in the poor rate books?

I am writing a short history of the road in which
we live in Eastbourne. It was built in 1869/70, ten
houses being completed in the first year or so and
two others later. They were substantial houses, all
of them, bar one that was a prep school, being
lived in initially by single families, most of whom
lived on private means. I need to find out who lived
in the road, either as owners or occupiers, and
have ploughed through 100 years of electoral
registers, the census returns for 1871 to 1901 and
as many of the street directories as I can find, and
a fascinating picture has emerged.

I am now working may way through the poor
rate books in ESRO, which are giving much useful
information. Naïve chap that I am, I thought that
they would be accurate but have found that in one
respect, at least, there are some serious errors,
hence this note, which may be of use to other
Friends of ESRO in the future.

The poor rate books list the names of the
‘occupiers’ and ‘owners’ of each property and in
the event of the property being unoccupied leave
the space blank, or say ‘empty’. So far, so good.

Then I started comparing the new information with
that taken from other sources, and if I hadn’t done
that, then I would never have found the errors.

As far as I can tell, so far, the names of the
occupiers are correct, in that there are no obvious
differences with the entries in other sources. This
makes sense, as it was the occupier who paid the
rate and that was the purpose of the books.

The errors are in the owner columns, and to
keep this short, I give just one example to illustrate
them. It related to No. 1, which, in the Poor rate
books from 23 April 1885 to 27 March 1893
(DE/B1/78-94), showed the owner as George
Gosden, who also owned a number of other houses
in the area. However, the electoral registers prepared
beween 1886 and 1894 showed that Thomas Henry
Neville, of an address in Hove, claimed the right to
vote in elections as the freeholder of No. 1. They
can’t both be right, and my money is on Neville
and the electoral registers.

So there you have it, the moral being check
with other sources if at all possible.

Tom Hollobone

to five or six volumes, as most of them did.
I hope I haven’t overdone the facts and figures

of this project - what really matters is that by making
the details of this collection available on the Internet,
we are helping people, wherever they may be, to
access the details of their own history. If this leads
to a better understanding of the past, and to an
appreciation of the importance of preserving such
records for future generations, then it’s a job worth
doing ( and I hope, well done.)

Sheila Wood

Christopher Whittick adds:
I hope Sheila won’t mind me adding a small note
to her piece, just to congratulate her on a job
extremely well done, and to encourage any other
would-be helpers to come forward. Not all the
available jobs are as enormous as the Preston
Manor deeds, and there are enough catalogues
still untyped to enable volunteers to pick an area
of the county in which they are interested. Do please
contact me if you would like a bit more information
about what is involved, on 01273 482348.
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New purchase for ESRO

The Society of the Holy Child Jesus was a Catholic
religious teaching order founded by Mrs Cornelia
Connelly, née Peacock (1809-1879), a native of
Philadelphia, USA. Cornelia, a mother of five
children born between 1832 and 1840, converted
to the Catholic faith in 1835 with her husband Pierce,
who had formerly been an Episcopalian minister.
Pierce decided to be ordained into the priesthood,
and Cornelia then decided to follow a religious
vocation also. She was encouraged by prominent
churchmen to found a new religious order in
England; Cardinal Wiseman, the archbishop of
Westminster, thought that she would be able to
encourage middle-class women to become nuns.
Cornelia opened the first convent of the Holy Child
Jesus in Derby in 1846, and she was installed by
Wiseman as the superior-general of the Society of

the Holy Child Jesus, on 21 December 1847. Pierce
subsequently left the church, regained control of
the couple's children, and instituted unsuccessful
civil proceedings for the restitution of conjugal
rights.

In 1848 the Society's mother-house moved to
St Leonards. A Catholic priest, the Rev John Jones
had retired to Magdalen Road, and received a
legacy from Lady Barbara Stanley (née Towneley)
in order to found a charity. Jones purchased 15
acres of land which was part of the Eversfield estate.
The property was intended as a centre for Catholic
charities; Jones called it All Souls, and work on the
buildings commenced.  He offered the premises to
 various Catholic groups, who declined because

Eileen, Angela and Goldie 1929

Mother Teresa Joseph

In June, ESRO purchased a collection of diaries packed with detail about school life at the Convent
of the Holy Child Jesus, Magadalen Road, St Leonards-on-Sea between 1918 and 1938 (ACC 9712).
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the position was isolated, before they were accepted
by Mother Connelly. In 1863 Mother Connelly
founded a similar school at Mayfield in the ruins
of the Old Palace. She died at Mayfield on 18 April
1879 and was buried in the chapel there.

After the Second World War it was found
difficult to maintain viable Sixth forms at both St
Leonards and Mayfield, and accommodation was
limited. In 1947 Mayfield ceased taking juniors and
directed girls below the Lower Third Form to the
junior school of St Leonards. In 1953 the schools
merged and became St Leonards-Mayfield: Mayfield
housed the Senior School, and St Leonards became
the Lower or Preparatory School. The Lower School
moved to new buildings at Mayfield in 1976, and
the former buildings, which are now (2007) thought
to be owned by Opus Dei, are used as a language
school.

The school diaries, which are mostly entered in
Boots' scribbling diaries,  are full of the minutiae
of school life for the period covered. Pupils are
often mentioned by name, particularly in the event
of sickness. The diaries are particularly detailed up
to 1927; the name of the compiler is not given, but
it may have been Mother Mary Aloysia. Most of
the post-1930 diaries are written in the same hand,
possibly that of Mother Mary Damian, and are not
as detailed as the earlier ones; the amount of detail
decreases further when there is a further change
of writer.

Sheila Ritchie 1929

Pat, Goldie and Eileen 1929
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Notices

Please help to support the Friends and ESRO
We urgently need more help on the committee. Please do consider taking an active
part especially as we support moves to develop a new record office.

Or - if you don’t feel able to join the committee at this time – there are various
activities that you can help with, such as helping to produce the newsletters,
organising a one-off visit, or helping with particular fund-raising activities.

A final reminder
Don’t forget to complete your new standing order form for the increased subscription
of £12.00 agreed at the AGM last year and due for payment for 2008.

We realise that it is a substantial increase but we aim to hold it at that level for
some time and it is for a very good cause, close to all our hearts.  We appreciate
your continuing support.

New treasurer urgently required
Michael Verrall has put tremendous effort into the post of treasurer for many years,
but he wishes to retire from the post.

We urgently need a person who would be prepared to take on the role.

 Nominations for officers and committee members should be received in writing
by the Hon. Secretary (c/o ESRO) by the day before the AGM.

If you would like to discuss joining the committee or helping with other activities,
please contact: Sally Dench (Hon. Sec.) 01273 671104 or sally.dench@lineone.net
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Latest documents purchased from eBay

Thanks again to the eagle eyes of Ian Hilder, ESRO has recently been able to secure a wide range of
fascinating items relating to Sussex that were put up for sale on internet website, eBay, including:
  • Booklet containing photographs of South Lynn School in Eastbourne, circa 1920s
• Diary of a cobbler from Eastbourne, from the year 1936
• Diary of a laundry boy from Eastbourne, 1937
• Specification of works and tender 1899 for East Sussex Asylum at Hellingly near Hailsham
• Four letters dated 1767-75 from William Saxby all to his brother John Saxby at Laughton near Lewes. One
mentions numbers on two lottery tickets, while another acknowledging £10 banknote, hare, partridges and
ducks, and a third mentions sending a cwt of sugar by Rickman’s waggon and a friend's newfoundland
web footed dog
• 'White Horse', Ditchling, abstract of title and deeds from 1755-1889
• Fairlight Down, Ore, three deeds 1833-48
• Vicarage Lane, Westfield, surveyor's drawing
• St.Leonard's School, Mayfield, nine diaries 1911-1938
• 'Sawyers Arms', Mayfield , a tenancy agreement 1898
• Battle Horticultural Society flyer for Sussex Rifle Volunteers Band Concert 1874
• Battle Working Men's Club flyer 1877
• Land Tax Redemption certificate for Elizabeth Sharp of Brighton 1799
• Indenture for a house and garden in Rye, 1804

Friends of East Sussex Record Office

27th Annual General Meeting
Friday 9 November 2007, at 7.30pm

in the Council Chamber, Lewes Town Hall

 Following the AGM, Mike Hughes will be talking on
‘Snatched from Africa’s Land:

the slave trade and abolition from
an East Sussex perspective’

Meet the committee and other Friends for a drink at 7pm
We look forward to seeing you all there
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Dates for your 2007/8 diary

- Saturday Seminar 2-5pm - Using archives to study a parish
  Andrew Lusted, to be held at The Maltings

- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Lewes Town Hall

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- FESRO Committee meeting at 6.15pm

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- ESRO closed for annual stocktaking - Reopens on Feb 1

- Saturday Seminar 2-4pm - Using tithe maps and their apportionments
  Dr John Godfrey, to be held at Lewes Town Hall

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Newsletter deadline

- FESRO Committee meeting at 6.15pm

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Saturday Seminar 2-5pm - Manorial records, advanced
  Christopher Whittick, to be held at The Maltings

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- FESRO visit to The Priory, Ticehurst (see page 5)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Oct 27

Nov 9

Nov 10

Dec 5

Dec 8

2008

Jan 12

Jan 21

Feb 9

Feb 9

Feb 14

Mar 5

Mar 8

Mar 15

Apr 12

May 10

May 10

To book a seminar please use the enclosed booking form. Payment within 7 days (cheques to FESRO)
must be made to secure bookings of events. Please include an sae with all correspondence and send
to the Seminar Secretary, 30 Preston Mansions, Preston Park Avenue, Brighton BN1 6HP

TO AVOID CHRISTMAS POST, booking for the FESRO visit to The Priory, Ticehurst should be made after
10 January 2008. Please use the booking form enclosed and send with payment (cheques to FESRO)
and a self-addressed stamped envelope to: FESRO visit, 18 Prince Edwards Road, Lewes BN7 1BE.

For booking Saturday openings please phone the Search Room on: 01273 482359


