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A celebration of FESRO
One of the highlights of the year was the
reception at Herstmonceux Castle, hosted by
our President, which was designed to celebrate
the significant contribution FESRO has made to
the archive collection over nearly 30 years. The
record office staff organised the event and staged
an exhibition of some of the material that has
been acquired with the assistance of FESRO. It
came as something of a surprise, but also the
source of some self-congratulation, to realise
the magnitude of that contribution over the years.

However, the evening was tinged with a
sense of sadness since it was to be the last event
hosted for us by Phyllida Stewart-Roberts, the
Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex. During her term
of office, and in recognition of her role as Custos
Rotulorum, she has also served as President of
FESRO and during August, on her retirement as
Lord Lieutenant, she resigned the presidency of
our group.

As Lord Lieutenant, Phyllida Stewart-Roberts
served The Friends with enthusiasm, finding
time in her busy schedule to meet us and discuss
not only our hopes for the future but also our
problems. She hosted two receptions at
Herstmonceux which have served to introduce
many people to the work of both the Friends
and the Record Office. But, possibly most
significantly, she chaired the first public meeting
held to discuss the future development of ESRO,
which in turn has led to the development of
plans for The Keep. Anyone with an interest in
their Sussex ancestry, or in the history of their
parish or local community, owes her a deep debt
of gratitude for the interest she has shown in
the preservation of the archives both now and
in the future. We wish her well and hope she
will now enjoy a restful life free from the burdens
of high office.

Support for ESRO 2007-2008
We had agreed to make funds available, should
they be required, to support the next stage of
the bid to HLF for funding for The Keep project.
Happily on this occasion the money was not
required, but our willingness to underwrite such
funding remains an essential part of our
commitment to ESRO. We must ensure we have
sufficient assets to provide funding if required
in the future.

So far this year (31 August   ) we have
contributed just over £1650 to the purchase of
22 items to add to the collections at ESRO. They
include items as varied as photographs of the
Princess Alice hospital at Eastbourne taken in
1921, lantern slides of Chiddingly Place, diaries
kept by residents of Eastbourne and Brighton
dating from 1894-1921 and 1848-1849
respectively and a letter written in 1768, by de
Bellville, a French spy. Of those items 14 were
purchased from eBay and once again we owe
Ian Hilder a huge debt of gratitude for continuing
to monitor the site on our behalf.

Happily, as is reported elsewhere in this
issue, The Book of John Rowe, which had been
deposited at ESRO, has now been purchased
from the owners. Significant grants from the
V&A, the Friends of the National Libraries and
a generous donation from one of our members
has so far raised £6500 of the purchase price.
FESRO will fund the remaining £1500 – but any
donations that members would like to make
towards that cost will be welcome.

Organisation of FESRO
This was one of the major themes of my report
to the last AGM and I am pleased to be able to
report that the potential crisis that was looming
has been averted. We have been both delighted
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and relieved to welcome on to the committee
one of our members, John Barkshire, who kindly
responded to our pleas for help and advice on
legal requirements and financial administration.
His wide experience both as a charity trustee
and a lecturer in charity law is already proving
invaluable, and his participation has relieved
much of the burden of responsibility from the
other trustees. We are nominating him to the
joint post of Secretary/Treasurer, at the coming
AGM.

Sue Tompsett kindly agreed to take on the
joint post of membership secretary and book-
keeper on a temporary basis until we know what
will be required of us in the future, when fund-
raising for the development of The Keep begins.
John Farrant, another of our members, gave
generously of his time and expertise to set up
an Excel system which makes the financial tasks
far simpler than they were in the past and we
thank him most sincerely for his ongoing help
and advice.

Although these developments have undoubt-
edly made the task easier and far less tedious
than it was, I know from experience that it is still
very time consuming, and we are grateful to Sue
for making this commitment. We must not,
however, overlook the fact that her appointment
is temporary. We are still looking for a volunteer
or a paid professional or possibly a mixture of
both, to take on the task in the longer term.

Sadly, shortly after our last AGM, Sally
Dench, our secretary, was forced to resign
because of ill health. Sally had served as FESRO
secretary for several years and we thank her for
her contribution to the group and wish her a
speedy return to full health and activity.

Pam Fielding kindly agreed to take on the
unenviable task of keeping the minutes, and 
Eleisha Newman, who was co-opted to the

committee after the AGM, kindly took over the
role of correspondent with the Charity
Commissioners. However, Eleisha now finds that
she is unable to continue. We intend that in
future the link will be maintained on behalf of
the trustees by one of the staff at ESRO. For the
time being I am dealing with any other of the
responsibilities of the secretary.

As vice-chairman Mary Teviot has been a
tower of strength and in particular I thank her
for taking on the task of writing my report for
the spring newsletter when family and personal
commitments intervened and prevented me from
writing it myself.

Website and newsletter
Sue Rowland has worked with our web-designer
Peter Parker to get our new website up and
running. It is a credit to them both. If you have
not yet seen, it take a look at www.fesro.org.
We aim to add to the site the excellent material
gathered by the staff at ESRO for the display
panels prepared for the Herstmonceux reception.

Gail Vines and Sue continue to produce the
newsletter for the group but obtaining copy can
be like getting the proverbial blood from a stone.
If you have any material that you think would
interest our members do get in touch with Gail
at <gail.vines@zen.co.uk>

Thanks to the committee
The generous commitment of the individuals
named above, and all our other committee
members who contribute as much but in a less
obvious way, allows us to provide not only
interesting experiences for our members but
also vital support for the record office. We thank
them all for their continuing valuable
commitment to the group.

FESRONEWS
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Visits and seminars
Thanks to the hard work of Barbara Abbs and
Judy Brent, members were able to enjoy a
wonderful visit to The Priory at Ticehurst in May
and we look forward the visit to Wootton Manor
near Polegate which is planned for September.
Sue Berry has continued to organise and
administer a series of popular seminar sessions
which have been greatly appreciated by the
participants. More are in the pipeline for the
coming months. Barbara, Judy and Sue have
not only arranged but have also administered
the visits, another time-consuming task. We owe
them a real debt of gratitude for the interesting
experiences that their hard work makes available
to our members.

All the activities are financed in such a way
as to produce a modest but welcome boost to
our funds – not a profit, but a small excess of
income over expenditure! That, as well as the
obvious enjoyment of the participants, is the
reward for the organisers of the events.

The future
In her report Elizabeth Hughes will take us
forward to where the plans for The Keep have

reached. There is no doubt that that development
will force change upon us, but it is less easy at
the moment to see what form that change will
take, although it will undoubtedly include a major
fund raising drive. Whether we will be working
alongside another major fundraising group or
whether we undertake that role ourselves still
remains to be seen. But our role is already
essential, and will remain so if the care and
conservation of the archives relating to East
Sussex is to continue and flourish. That is where
all of you, perhaps unknowingly, make your
contribution. Your membership of FESRO
demonstrates to everyone that there is a
determined body of support for our local
archives. Thank you for your contribution to the
cause.

The work we undertake is increasing as The
Keep project progresses. If you feel that you
could contribute more to FESRO, please make
yourselves known to us. We welcome new
committee members who are willing to help
with the tasks attendant upon organising a
voluntary charitable group and who will bring
new ideas and insights into how we can shape
up to future change.

Pam Combes

FESRONEWS
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Friends of East Sussex Record Office

28th Annual General Meeting
Friday 14 November 2008, at 7.30pm

in the Council Chamber, Lewes Town Hall

 After the AGM there will be a brief break for refreshments
followed by a recital by

The West Gallery Singers and King Henry’s Consort
The recital will include items from the book of church music compiled

by Thomas Saunders in 1780 (ESRO AMS 6749/1)

Meet the committee and other Friends for a drink from 6.45pm



We will hear if we have been successful
at stage one in December and will then be
able to prepare for a stage two application,
which will also be competitive, in about a
year’s time.

Another essential milestone was to reach
RIBA Stage B in the design process: we could
not have made the HLF application without
having reached this stage.  Stage B is
essentially a feasibility study, looking at the
proposed site and its suitability for the
proposed building.  To reach this stage we
had first to appoint contractors and architects.
 A selection event was held in February and
Kier Longley/Atkins were appointed.  Atkins
have been involved in the development of a
number of new record offices, including Surrey
and Wiltshire.  We worked with the partners
to finalise everyone’s needs within the new
building so that we could brief the architect.
Some work is still going on in this area,
including with the Friends Committee.  The
stage B report was received at the end of July,
in time for our HLF bid.

It became clear quite early on that The
Keep would have to exclude Records
Management storage, as this would have
made the building unaffordable.  While work
is concentrating primarily on achieving The
Keep, the option of a developer-funded
Collections Centre adjacent to The Keep, which
would provide less specialised and therefore
cheaper storage for records management and
museum and archaeological collections, is
also being investigated.  The Keep would
enable public access to the items stored within
the Collections Centre, fulfilling the project’s
wider vision.

New Record Office: The Keep
Work on The Keep has continued apace and
on several fronts.  Both East Sussex County
Council and Brighton & Hove City Council
have included substantial sums in their
respective capital programmes for the project
and Sussex University will also be contributing
to the building costs. The project also involves
the Sussex Family History Group and the
cultural training organisation, Allways
Learning, as rental partners, although we will,
of course, be working with a whole range of
other organisations in fulfilling our vision for
The Keep.

The funding available to us comes to over
£17 million but archive buildings are
expensive, primarily because of the
requirements for storage conditions, and this
will not build us everything we need.  We have
therefore also been working hard on a stage
one funding application to the Heritage Lottery
Fund of up to £5million.  The deadline for this
is 10 September and as I write this I am
assuming that we will have achieved this.
Although the HLF have simplified the
application process for a stage one bid, there
has still been a lot to put together.  As well as
the application itself, which explains the need
for the building, what we can achieve with it
(and we are having to show why our case
stands out from other worthy projects) and
whether we are able to sustain it in the long-
term, there are a number of background
documents that need to be submitted with it.
 These include a partnership agreement, briefs
for the business plan, activities plan and
conservation manage-ment plan, and a
conservation statement, which in particular
shows the significance of the collections.

News from the Record Office
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Other news
The Herstmonceux reception is admirably
covered elsewhere in this newsletter but I
would like to re-iterate that it was all about
FESRO and how they have supported us and
continue to do so.  It was the least we could
do to acknowledge that support publicly.

The move of archives from Unit M to
newly expanded archive storage in Unit Y
went according to schedule in March and,
although the production of original documents
was affected by the need to divert staff to
supervise the move, all was completed in time
to return to normal at the beginning of April.
 This has given us much needed breathing
space as both archives and records
management space has been under pressure
and we face the additional need to move a
percentage of archives stored at the Maltings
to Unit Y to relieve the floor loadings there.

Two members of long-serving members
of staff have retired since my last report.
Search Room Supervisor, Pauline Colwell, left
us at the end of April and Document
Production Assistant Dennis Steer at the end
of July.  Both seem to be thriving in retirement.
 In July we welcomed Fiona James as our
new Archives Assistant, who is job-sharing
with Andrew Lusted.  We have also recruited
Dennis’s replacement but at the time of writing
we did not have a definite staff date.  We are
also waiting to finalise a start date for our new
Outreach and Learning Officer, Iselda Almeida,
who will be joining us from a similar post at
the Docklands Museum.  This is a new post,
made possible by additional core funding to
improve access.

It is intended that Iselda should build on

the outreach work that we have begun as part
of the preparation work for The Keep, and it
is increasingly in this area that archive services
are expected to develop (while still doing
everything else of course!)  We were
encouraged to submit an entry for our outreach
work for the Municipal Journal awards for
excellence in public service in January and
were delighted to be highly commended in
that category.  Not bad, when we are a small
service that was up against applications
covering major flood recovery and the like.

In April we welcomed our colleagues from
the Archives Départmentales de Seine-
Maritime, based at Rouen.  As well as a tour
of our facilities (they were particularly
interested in the Record Centre as they do not
run one themselves) and of British alcoholic
beverages (one at least was converted to
Harveys) there were serious discussions on a
possible application for European Union
funding for a joint exhibition in future.

The effects of global warming were felt at
the Record Centre at Newhaven on the evening
of 7 August when the downpipes couldn’t
cope with a torrential hail and rain storm and
all the units were flooded to some degree.
Worst hit was Unit M, in which the pressure
in the wall cavity forced the water through the
pointing to soak several hundred boxes.  There
was fortunately only minor damage to archives
stored in the units, Which Melissa dealt with
at The Maltings.  However, the water saturation
of the records management files was too much
for us to deal with ourselves, and some 500
boxes of files have been despatched to Harwell
Drying and Restoration Services in Oxfordshire
to be freeze dried.

Elizabeth Hughes
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5



6

Forthcoming events

FESRONEWS

Joint FESRO and West Sussex Archives Society visit to Lindfield
Sunday 31 May 2009, 2pm. Cost £6
Numbers are limited to 30

As Pevsner has commented, although so close to
Haywards Heath, Lindfield has its own personality
as a large house-proud village, its half-mile long
High Street being without doubt the finest village
street in eastern Sussex. There are some 35 ancient
buildings along it, about half of them medieval.
This alternation of timber-framing and stately
Georgian brick
reflects the generous
spacing of the older
houses, the later
being infill.

On the day of
the visit, we shall
meet at 2pm in the
impressive parish
church. Its fine
Decorated and
Perpendicular
features, like the
scale of the medieval
High Street housing,
doubtless

East Sussex Record Office is far more than The
Maltings!  As well as the archive service, ESRO
runs an internationally renowned records
management service for East Sussex County and
Brighton & Hove City Councils which ensure that
their records are kept for as long as they are required
for legal, financial or administrative reasons and
then either destroyed or transferred to archives.

This process has resulted in one of the best archives
of a county council in the country.  Come and see
how we do it on this tour of the Record Centre –
you will be amazed.

Meet at The Record Centre, Unit R, Avis Way,
Newhaven BN9 0DU

Elizabeth Hughes

FESRO visit to the Record Centre, Avis Way, Newhaven
17 March 2009, 2.00 pm. Cost £6
Numbers limited to 14

owed much to the Dean and Canons of South
Malling. We shall be guided along the Street by Dr
Annabelle Hughes who has researched many of
the houses, finishing with a cup of tea in the 15th
century Tiger Inn, now Church House.

Judy Brent



Voices from the past: depositions for the local historian
Saturday 7 February 2009, 2pm-5pm

This practical afternoon session of three hours will
introduce a fascinating and particularly informative
class of documents – depositions, which were the
statements made, usually in English, by witnesses
or other people having knowledge or memories
useful to the proceedings in both civil and church
courts. These documents can open a window onto
local and family history and have also been
extensively used by social historians. We will
examine copies of documents ranging from the
13th to the 16th centuries and discuss the law and

custom behind the different types of depositions
that were collected. The afternoon is aimed at
anyone with a general interest in documentary
sources. Those with some knowledge of Latin, and
experience of reading court and secretary hand,
will gain more enjoyment from the afternoon, but
this is not a requirement.

The seminar will be led by Christopher Whittick,
MA FSA FRHistS, Senior Archivist at ESRO, and
held at The Maltings, Lewes.

Forthcoming  FESRO/SAS seminars
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There are many sources which may be used for
the study of a locality or of a family within one.
Some are obvious and heavily used - parish
registers being an example. Others are less well
known and are rewarding to study.  Andrew will
introduce and explain the value of a selection of
less familiar sources which are very useful for
research. The group will work from copies and at

the end of the session, you will be able to take
home the ones you have been given. No
previous experience is needed.
  The seminar will be held at The Maltings and
led by Andrew Lusted who does most of the local
and family research queries at the Record Office.
You also see him in the Search Room.

The Parish Chest: how to research the history of your parish
Saturday 7 March 2009, 2pm-5pm

How to book
Each seminar costs £12 for FESRO/SAS members, £15 for non-members. Please use the enclosed booking
form and send with your cheque payable to FESRO to Dr S. Berry, c/o FESRO, East Sussex Record Office,
the Maltings, Castle Precincts, Lewes BN7 1YT. Places are limited to 20 students for each seminar. Please
provide either an email address or a stamped self-addressed envelope for your booking confirmation.
 Please be prompt on the day of the seminar. The door will be open at 1.40 and shut for security at
1.55pm. Only pencils can be used in the Record Office Search Room, and only computers without bags
may be taken in. Please allow time to store all other items, including all bags and coats, in the lockers
provided on the ground floor. The Search Room is on the first floor of the building, and at present there
is no lift.

Due to the administrative cost of refunds, FESRO will normally deduct £4 from any refund.
Sue Berry



FESRO visit to The Priory, 10 May 2008

Recent FESRO visits

Thirty members of FESRO visited The Priory at
Ticehurst House on a sunny Saturday in May.
We were greeted by Miriam Price, the hospital
director, and her colleague Amy Foster who said
that we were the only non-medical group to
make such a visit.

The director told us that Ticehurst House is
the oldest continously functioning mental hospital
in Britain. It dates  from the 1790s, when an
apothecary, Samuel Newington, first advertised
the asylum in The Morning Chronicle. In Victorian
times the wealthy clientele had elaborate meals,
could have their own servants with them (one
eastern prince had a separate house for himself
and his large retinue) and even went hunting
and driving around the district. Today there are
still private patients, and as well as other groups,
there is also a facility for adolescents for whom
there is very little provision in the NHS.

Colin Brent described the architectural
development of the site and its buildings and
then we walked round the perimeter path
bordered by shrubs and wild flowers, guided by
Miriam and Amy.  The grounds are still extensive

but not as grand as they had been in their
Victorian heyday when there had been 50 acres
of pleasure ground and three miles of walks. The
walks through plantations, orchard and gardens
and past several ornate summer houses – only
two of which remain – were one of the important
 features of the hospital, indeed a significant part
of the treatment offered. The beautifully
illustrated brochure of 1832 (ESRO: QAL/1/1/ E2)
shows the garden buildings and flower beds.
The gardens were a showcase, immaculately
kept until 1939, when costs rose, and after the
war, most of the land was sold off. The current
director has to manage with one gardener.

Tea had been arranged in the Chapel and  a
fascinating display of photographs and
documents had been arranged, both from
Ticehurst House, and from ESRO organised by
Judy Brent. Several of the early Registers were
on view: in one it was recorded that a woman
had been confined by her husband, possibly
suffering from what today would have been
treatable post-natal depression. We were very
pleased to see that she did recover and was

noted as having been discharged in
the next volume.

I am sure I speak for
everybody when I say how grateful
we were for the cream tea and
fruitcakes, all made on the premises
by the cooks, and for the friendliness
and helpfulness of Miriam Price and
Amy Foster, and all the intriguing
information and documentation
provided  by them and by Colin and
Judy Brent.

Barbara Abbs
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A South East view of the Asylum at Ticehurst. (ESRO: QAL/1/2/E2)



FESRO visit to Wootton Manor, 6 September 2008

According to the Domesday Book, six thanes
held the land of Wootton as freehold, with the
estate having risen considerably in value in
twenty years from 30 shillings to £6.11.8d. The
present manor has had a rich and varied history,
owned originally from the 12th century by the
King's Falconers and later jointly with Folkington
Manor. In the mid 17th century William Thomas
rebuilt the house in the attractive artisan
mannerist style with its brick quoins and
stringcourses. In the 19th century James
Gwynne, a wealthy engineer, traveller and book
collector, considerably extended the acreage of
the estate. Gwynne's daughter, Violet Gordon
Woodhouse, a brilliant harpsichordist, lived there
briefly before moving on to Southover Grange
and establishing her menage a cinq.
  In 1915 the architect Detmar Blow designed

a new block to be cleverly in keeping with the
original house and installed a fine staircase taken
earlier by James Gwynne from a Battersea town
house. He also reversed the entrance to the
house, which is now approached, unusually,
under an arch through the farm buildings. The
present owner's aunt was the famous and
innovative cook, Elizabeth David. All this meant
that there was a good deal to see and consider,
both in the splendid library and outside in the
grounds. A very interesting afternoon was
rounded off with a sumptuous tea.

Thanks are due to Colin and Judy Brent and
Barbara Abbs for organising the event, and
especially to Mrs Sabrina Harcourt-Smith for her
enthusiasm in explaining to us the history of her
very special home.

Diana Crook
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Wootton Manor, showing the new entrance to the 17th century house created in 1915 by the architect
Detmar Blow. On the right hand side the archway entrance from the farmyard lies in front of  his new

library block which finely blends in with the older building. Picture taken by Richard Akhurst.



The document known as the book of John
Rowe consists of copies of surveys of manors
and descriptions of the hundreds in the barony
of Lewes, documents relating to Lewes House
of Correction, to the town’s charitable
foundations, other documents of antiquarian
interest, including surveys of certain manors
in the Rape of Pevensey.

Rowe began to compile his book in 1622
and finished it in about 1635, drawing on
documents mostly less than fifteen years old,
but including some of
greater age. He also made
a conscious attempt to
include information from
court rolls then in his
custody from 1558, the first
year of Elizabeth’s reign.
Almost all the documents on
which Rowe relied have now
disappeared.

The book was edited by
Walter Godfrey and
published (Sussex Record
Society 34) in 1928.

John Rowe (1560/61-
1639) was the son of John
Rowe of Tonbridge and
Sidney, daughter and heiress
of Thomas Drew of East
Grinstead. He began his
legal career as clerk to
Serjeant John Shurley of
The Friars, Lewes, and
between 1597 and 1622
acted as steward of the
manors of Lord
Abergavenny as well as
enjoying a lucrative private
practice. He was elected

principal of Clifford’s Inn in 1637 and died on
27 November 1639.

The book descended to Rowe’s son-in-
law and successor Edward Raynes, the
marriage of whose daughter Susannah to the
barrister Thomas Medley in 1672 brought it
into the hands of that family. William Burrell
borrowed it from George Medley’s library at
Buxted Park between 8 June and 2 September
1772 (John Farrant (ed) Sussex Depicted (SRS
85 (2001)) 132).

John Rowe (ESRO: ACC 560)
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John Rowe’s deep historical interests - he
was one of the ‘lovers and favourers of
antiquities’ who ensured the preservation of
the 12th-century Magnus inscription in the
church of Lewes St John - coupled with his
profound conviction that relatively recent facts
should be recorded for posterity - makes his
Book a far more valuable and useful document
than a similar group of manorial surveys
compiled by a different hand.

As George Holman wrote in Some Lewes
men of note in 1905, ‘if disinterested services,
great perseverance and unostentatious
liberality can entitle a man to the respect of
posterity, the name of Mr Rowe will long be
held sacred by the burgesses of Lewes’.

Rowe’s own words, as he embarked on
the compilation of the Book on his retirement
in 1622, are eloquent on the significance of
his work:

Forasmuch as there is no written customal
within any of the manors of the Barony
of Lewes … whereof I John Rowe was
steward twenty and five years, and by
reason thereof had good means to be
thoroughly acquainted with all the
customs of the said manors, not only
relying on my own travel and experience,
but also through an extraordinary desire
to understand all particulars , I did often
and many several times diligently and
heedfully peruse over all of the most part
of my Lord’s court rolls, books of survey
and rentals ancient and modern … I have
therefore in this 62nd year of mine age
undertaken to the uttermost of my skill
and understanding for the benefit of
posterity to set down in writing all the
customs of the aforesaid manors

It is fair to say that the book achieved
iconic status in the field of antiquarianism in
Eastern Sussex, and the memory of Rowe is
still revered among contemporary students
in the field. ‘Rowe’ is a term of art, a shorthand
for comprehensive and reliable information,
compiled by someone whose knowledge,
experience and love of his subject shines out
from each of the 207 pages of his Book.

Virtually all the documents on which Rowe
relied have now disappeared, but when his
recording can be checked, it is always found
to be accurate.

It was unthinkable that the Book of John
Rowe should not have been acquired by the
East Sussex Record Office. As well as the
status of the book as the bedrock of historical
study of the manors comprising the Barony
of Lewes, the office already holds the archive
of the Abergavenny Estate of which he was
steward. Indeed many of the series of manorial
records in that archive begin with a court book
written in Rowe’s hand. We also hold the
archive of the Borough of Lewes, including
the town’s charitable foundations on which
Rowe lavished such care.

For many years the volume disappeared
from sight, but in the Spring of this year it
was generously offered to ESRO for purchase
by private treaty. It was valued at £8000 and,
with contributions of £4000 from the
Government Purchase Grant Fund, £2000 from
the Friends of the National Libraries and £2000
from ESRO, the purchase was concluded on
4 July 2008. As ever, we are most grateful to
the Friends, both as a body individually, for
their prompt and enthusiastic response to our
appeal for help.

Christopher Whittick
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Several years ago, we began a project to scan
the tithe maps in our custody with the aim of
producing high-quality digital images. The work,
which took place over several months, involved
a company called ICAM setting up their camera
at the Library offices in Brooks Road and the
maps being transported there and back as
required. The camera took images in strips which
were later knitted together to form complete
images.

There are 126 tithe maps held at ESRO
covering all the rural parishes in the county from
East Guldeford on the edge of Romney Marsh
to Wivelsfield on the edge of the Downs, and
East Dean on the coast to Ticehurst in the Weald.
The maps, which range in date from 1838 to
1859, cover each parish at a scale of about
26 inches to the mile. They show in great detail
the houses, farms and buildings, woods, rivers,
field boundaries, roads and tracks within each
parish. Some, such as the maps for Southover
and Glynde, are particularly beautifully finished,
while others, such as Rotherfield and Uckfield,
are merely functional. Most of the maps provide
comprehensive coverage of each parish.
However, there are some exceptions; for
example, the Hove tithe map does not show the
area south of the Old Shoreham Road because
it was owned by the Diocese of Chichester, while
Ashdown Forest does not appear on the
Maresfield map because it is a former royal
forest.

The high-quality images are now available
for viewing in the search room on a new public
access computer, complete with a wide screen!.
The images also available for purchase on CD
with their own viewing software, which

The tithe map project

unfortunately does not work on Apple Macintosh
computers.

The apportionments, which accompany the
maps, contain the names of the owners and
occupiers of each plot shown on the map,
generally the name of the property, field or wood,
the state of cultivation and the extent in acres,
roods and poles.

However, the apportionments were not
scanned due to their size and so, until now, this
key component of the information has not been
available electronically. For the past year
members of staff and volunteers have been
inputting the data from the apportionments into
Microsoft Excel spreadsheets. To date we have
completed 79 apportionments (with a further
eight in progress) and they are now ready for
use on the public access computer or for
purchase.

Once all the apportionments have been
completed we will merge copies of them into a
single database which will allow searches across
the entire county for landowners, occupiers, land
use, field and farm sizes and local place-names.
This will provide a powerful resource for family
and local historians.

There are still nearly 40 apportionments still
to be completed and we are always in need of
volunteers, preferably with their own lap tops
and access to email. The work will have to be
done at the Record Office due to the size of the
apportionments. Please contact Anna Manthorpe
to reserve one and book a time to visit (01273
482349).

Philip Bye
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John Farrant and Christopher Whittick  are
conducting an exercise evaluating a project to
digitise our existing wills indexes, with the medium-
term view of creating a proper list of our probate
archive (their current references came with them
in 1949), and making images of the wills available
on a pay-per-view basis on the internet. If the project
gets off the ground, there will be plenty of
opportunity for voluntary input.

Toby Bowman, a Sixth-former at Lancing, is
currently listing the records of the Brighton coroner;
he has completed 1937-1939, and should have
brought the list through to 1942 before he returns
to school in September.

Other ESRO Activities

A FESRO volunteer has begun to key the lists
compiled in 1952 of documents then at Brighton
Reference Library, and a project is planned to input
the contents of 28 volumes of reports of churches,
charities and other ecclesiastical bodies in Brighton,
1862-1884 (PAR 277/7/2).

The project seems likely to get off the ground,
and ESRO is looking for volunteers to key some of
the data into tables in MSWord. Some of this work
needs to be done at The Maltings, but elements
can be undertaken from photocopies at home.
Please contact Anna Manthorpe  (01273 482349)
if you are interested in helping with this project.

DATA PROTECTION ACT
Please note that we maintain a computer-based database that contains members'
names, addresses and the year of joining. Access is confined to the officers. Under
Section 33 (2) of the Act, registration of this database is not required. Anyone requiring
access to the data concerning themselves - or wishing to remove it - should contact
the Secretary.
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Annual subscriptions for membership to the Friends of East Sussex Record Office are due in October.
The current fees are:
Single membership   £12
Joint membership     £18
Groups & Societies   £24
Please send your payment (cheque or Standing order made out to Friends of the East Sussex Record
Office) to the Membership Secretary Sue Tompsett via the Record Office. Standing Order forms can
be obtained from the Membership Secretary.

REMINDER: FESRO SUBSCRIPTIONS

If you already pay by standing order please make sure to update to the new charges

FESRONEWS
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Dates for your 2008/09 diary

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Lewes Town Hall (see page 3)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- FESRO Committee meeting at 6.15pm

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- ESRO closed for annual stocktaking - Reopens on Feb 2

- Saturday Seminar 2-5pm - Voices from the past: depositions for the local historian
  Christopher Whittick, to be held at The Maltings (see page 7)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- FESRO Committee meeting at 6.15pm

- Saturday Seminar 2-5pm - The Parish Chest: how to research the history of your parish
  Andrew Lusted, to be held at The Maltings (see page 7)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Newsletter deadline

- Tuesday - FESRO visit to the Record Centre, Avis Way, Newhaven

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

- Sunday - Joint visit with WSAS to Visit to Lindfield (see page 6)

- Saturday opening (please phone to book)

Oct 11

Nov 14

Nov 8

Dec 3

Dec 13

2009

Jan 10

Jan 19

Feb 7

Feb 14

Mar 4

Mar 7

Mar 14

Mar 16

Mar 17

Apr 18

May 9

May 31

Jun 13

To book an event please use the enclosed booking form. Payment within 7 days (cheques to FESRO)
must be made to secure bookings of events. Please include an sae with all correspondence and send
to the address indicated on the booking form.

Saturday opening

Please note that the (opening) date for April 2009 has been altered from our usual second Saturday
in the month to avoid Easter weekend. We hope to extend Saturday openings and details of additional
dates will be given as soon as they are available.

For booking Saturday openings please phone the Search Room on: 01273 482359


